
 

  

A meeting of Poltimore Parish Council was held in Poltimore Village 

Hall on Monday 24th November 2025 at 7.00 pm. 

 

Present: Cllr Richard Smith (Chair), Cllr Lara Cook (Vice Chair), Cllr Darren Earle, Cllr Joy Pyle, 

Cllr Mike Collins, Cllr Richard Gibbins and Cllr David Matthews. Also present was Cllr Fabian 

King (EDDC), Mr David Snell (Poltimore House) and the Clerk – Tracy Watkins.  There were 

no members of the public. 

Meeting commenced at 7pm 

140/25   Apologies - To receive any apologies for absence. None received. 
 

141/25  Declarations of Interest Under the Code of Conduct  
Councillors are reminded of the requirement to declare any interest, including the type of 

interest, and reason for that interest, either at this stage of the meeting or as soon as they 

become aware of that interest.   

None were declared. 

142/25  Co-option of a Parish Councillor 
Council to formally co-opt David Matthews as a Parish Councillor. 
PROPOSED:  Cllr Richard Smith SECONDER: Cllr Darren Earl RESOLVED. The Chair welcomed 
Cllr Matthews to the Parish Council. 

 
143/25  Minutes 
The minutes of the Parish Meeting held on 27th October 2025 to be approved and signed. 

The minutes were approved as a true record of the meeting and the Chairman signed. All 

councillors agreed. 

144/25  Public Question Time 
Up to 5 minutes Public Question Time for members of the public to bring forward any issues 

not on the agenda (where a matter is already on the agenda members of the public will be 

given an opportunity to speak when that item is considered, within the framework of the 



Council’s standing orders). Where a decision is required, the issue will be placed on the 

following agenda. 

No questions were raised. 

145/25  Poltimore House  

The House has received a grant from the Heritage lottery fund towards the roof.  They are 

going through tendering process to appoint contractors now and hoping to start work in 

January.  Another grant application is going through in January to fund clearing the inside of 

the house.  The café and farm shop doing very well. Open 5 days a week now. 

 

The Trust are putting together some papers to reimagine Poltimore House in the next couple 

of months which they would want the Parish Council to have some input into this process. 

Mapping the future of Poltimore House. 

146/25  EDDC Update 
Cllr Fabian King gave a summary of things going on in EDDC.  His latest report will be 

circulated at the end of the month. 

147/25  DCC Update 
Cllr Henry Gent and Cllr Nat Vanstone (DCC) were not at the meeting, but Cllr Gent’s report 

has been sent to councillors. 

148/25  West Clyst Housing 
Poltimore House asked to meet with the developers for a discussion.  The developers have 

now advised they will not be looking to meet again until the planning process has taken its 

course.  There is no other news regarding this. 

149/25  Highways 
Ratsloe update.  Cllr Vanstone is keen to meet with residents to record problems for himself 
so that he can present at a Highways committee meeting. Cllr Matthews will send the clerk 
some information to forward to Cllr Vanstone which may be of help. 
 
150/25  Consideration of Planning Applications - Councillors have the option to 
discuss any applications received after the agenda has been published. 
 

  

25/2227/TRE - Project Centre Poltimore House Poltimore Exeter - Y1, English Yew: reduce 
by 5m and prune laterals to shape canopy. Y2, English Yew: reduce to 8m and prune laterals 
to shape canopy. T1 + T2, Turkey Oak: Self-set. Suppressed by adjacent Fraxinus excelsior; 
significant squirrel damage throughout canopy and causing deformation; broken ends of 
storm-damaged branches at canopy break. It is unlikely that these two trees were present at 
the time of the 1991 TPO service. Fell. 

 

No objections. 
 
151/25  Financial Items 
To resolve to approve the Bank reconciliation. 



Bank Balance as of 14 November 2025    £4983.26               

Bus: Interest Account as of 10 November 2025   £4111.25 

Clerks’ wages for October 

Payment of website Direct Debit  

(14.11.25)                £   58.80 

Service charges to Lloyds (10.11.25)     £     4.25 

HMRC NI and PAYE (qtrly payment) (23.10.2025)    

Monies received 

HMRC VAT claim received (07.11.2025)    £  381.26 

Credits for interest on the Instant Access account  

(10.11.25)        £      2.16 

To resolve to approve the payments. 

Approval sought payment of clerk’s salary and expenses (November 25). PROPOSED: Cllr R 

Smith SECONDED: Cllr Lara Cook.  RESOLVED 

To discuss renting a defibrillator (See prices below).  Carried forward from the last meeting. 

Best time to take this forward is in April next year when the pads are due.  Put on February 

agenda. Need some resuscitation training organised locally.  Cllr Richard Smith will approach 

a local contact.   

Question was asked if we can contact Broadclyst Parish Clerk or Redrow to see if they have 

received any of the penalties for hauliers coming to site early and can we have some of this 

for the defib.  Cllr Matthews to send the clerk a contact for Redrow. 

152/25  Budget for 2026-27 

To discuss and agree the budgets for the next financial year and set the Precept for the claim 

in January 2027. 

Budgets were discussed and agreed for the next financial year.  The clerk will adjust the 

finance spreadsheet and send out the councillors.  Considering cost of living and increases 

across the board for insurance policies, subscriptions and bank charges it was proposed that 

the Precept was increased from £7350 to £7500 (approximately 2%). 

It was acknowledged that the cost of the website is very high and in April 2026 it will not be 

compliant with the new .gov regulations.  The clerk has researched other providers costs and 

substantial savings could be made.  Approval sought for the Precept increase and to start the 

process of moving to another website. 

PROPOSED:  Cllr M Collins SECONDED: Cllr J Pyle RESOLVED 



Clerk to price Code of Conduct training with DALC for Cllr D Matthews. 

153/25  Correspondence 
To discuss any correspondence received since the last meeting. 

No correspondence has been received 

154/25  AOB 
Nothing was raised. 
 
154/25  EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC (Part B) – To agree that the press and 
public be excluded from the meeting.  Pursuant to Section 1 (2) of the Public Bodies 
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, and having regard to the confidential nature of the 
business to be transacted, to consider and agree that the Press and Public be excluded from 
the meeting for the following item(s) of business: 
 
155/25  Meeting closed 20:10pm  
 
156/25  Date of the next meeting(s)  
The date of the next Parish Council meeting is Monday 26th January 2026 at 7.00pm at 
Poltimore Village Hall 

 
 
 

 


